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There was a further exchange of highly antagonistic
diplomatic notes, and Maria Theresa obviously agreed
with Kaunitz that the moment had come to force the
issue and join France. " She on her part/' as Coxe
writes, "saw France preparing to invade the Low
Countries; Frederick capable of penetrating into
Bohemia and the head of 100,000 men, the German
Empire divided into parties, and principally governed
by the Protestants, excited and supported by the Court
of Berlin ; the Protestant states powerfully armed, and
the Catholics without troops or money. She saw Spain
disposed to neutrality; the king of Sardinia jealous
and disgusted; Sweden and Denmark devoted to France ;
the Turks at variance with Russia, and secretly excited
by French and Prussian emissaries; Holland irritated
and despondent; England incapable of protecting the
Low Countries, and alarmed for the Electorate of
Hanover. Under these circumstances many evident
advantages concurred to recommend the alliance with
the Court of Versailles."

George II. heard disquieting rumours about Maria
Theresa's intention, and he was beginning to be extremely
anxious about Hanover, He therefore turned to
Frederick of Prussia for help.

Frederick was open-minded about his uncle George's
suggestions for a defensive alliance between Prussia and
England. For Frederick had been increasingly irritated
by France's haughty attitude towards himself, by
Madame de Pompadour's influence. He did not see
" why a King of Prussia should be obliged to consider a
demoiselle Poisson at all, especially as she was arrogant
and lacking in the respect she owed crowned heads."

Apart from his annoyance with France, Frederick
realise^ that he might need England's support for o